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The Evans Brothers
at work in North Carolina






Oberlin, Ohio

Hillsborough, North Carolina

550 miles (and worlds) apart






1850s 1850s Today

Thomas Day Evans Brothers Jerome Bias
Milton, NC Hillsborough, NC Graham, NC



1848-1858

Thomas Day's home
and cabinetmaking

shop in Milton, NC

Day’s career spanned
from 1827 to 1860.






1841

At 24 years old, Henry Evans
begins advertising his
expanded, higher capacity
cabinet-making business and
continued to do so for the next
12 years.

There is no evidence, but
perhaps Wilson, then 17, was
part of the growth of his older
brother's shop.

The Hillsborough Recorder - February 18, 1541



1848

In addition to his cabinet wares, Henry
begins oitering carriage services.

The Hillsborough Recorder - February 1, 1548






Extent Henry Evans NC Furniture

Pair of circa 1850 banquet table ends found in Greensboro, NC.



Extent Henry Evans NC Furniture

Pair of circa 1850 banquet table ends found in Greensboro, NC.



Extent Henry Evans NC Furniture

Desk credited to Henry Evans in the Hillsborough Court House



Extent Henry Evans NC Furniture

Henry Evans was a member of the congregation at St.
Matthews Episcopal Church in Hillsborough and is
recorded in the parish register as the "maker ot chancel

furniture.” This chair (right) is attributed to Evans by
the church.
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1847

Henry Evans was considered
for a large contract to provide
architectural woodwork and
furniture for the newly
enlarged Old East and Old
West Dormitories at University
of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill.

The contract was ultimately
awarded to Thomas Day.

Old West Dormitory, circa 15890



1850 Manufacturing Census

According to research conducted by Tom Newbern & Jim Melchor for
"Henry Evans: From Cabinetmaker to Abolitionist”

® Evans' Hillsborough cabinet shop was the third largest in North
Carolina, following Thomas Day in Milton and William
Thompson in Raleigh

® At least tour employees worked in the shop.

® The shop's output was impressive. In a single year, the Evans
shop produced 100 bureaus and 100 bedsteads, the most of any
shop in the state.

This level of production would seem to indicate the use of steam-powered
machinery, as Thomas Day was known to employ in his shop.



1850

Henry begins advertising undertaking
services.

The Hillsborough Recorder - November 13, 1550



F'ree Black Exodus
from North Carolina

1830
Free Blacks comprised 15.9% of the
population of Orange, County, NC.

1840
Free Blacks comprised 2.9% of the
population of Orange, County, NC.

The Evans brothers’ sister Delilah and her
family migrated to Oberlin in 1843. Her
husband, John Copeland, was a carpenter.

John Scott (left) and his family moved from
Fayetteville, NC to Oberlin in 1856. John was
a skilled saddle and harness maker.



1852

In December 1852, Henry begins advertising
for sale a 185-acre plantation 2-1/2 miles
southeast of Hillsborough on the road to
Raleigh. (A 30-minute commute to the shop
in Hillsborough by carriage.)

This ad ran until February 16, 1853.

The Hillsborough Recorder - December 15, 1852



1853

In November 1853, Henry advertises his
intent to sell his cabinet shop/house to the
highest bidder and to stop manutfacturing
furniture on December 25, 1853 so that he
may move out of North Carolina.

The Hillsborough Recorder - November 9, 1853



1854

April 22 Henry (37) appears before Governor David Reid in Raleigh, NC
requesting sate passage to Ohio via “public conveyance” for
himself and his wife Henrietta and their six children. Wilson (30)
and his wife Sarah, and son Matthew (1 year old) travel with
them.



The Evans Brothers
at work in Oberlin



Setting up home and shop

1854

April 22

May 11

1856

March 24

Henry (37) appears before Governor David Reid in Raleigh, NC
requesting sate passage to Ohio via “public conveyance” for
himself and his wife Henrietta and their six children. Wilson (30)
and his wife Sarah, and son Matthew (1 year old) travel with
them.

Wilson Bruce Evans purchases the property on Mill Street (now
Vine) for $500. Purchase price indicates that there was likely a
building on the property, which from maps appears to be the
square building previously located behind the current house.

Oberlin College agrees to sell Walton Hall on South Main to
Mr. Evans (Henry).



Walton Hall

Reprinted in Oberlin Weekly News, July 3, 1590 Camp s Directory of Oberlin 1873-74



1857 Map of Lorain Co, OH by John F. Geil



Residential listings

1857 Map of Lorain Co, OH by John F. Geil



1859 Oberlin Ciry Directory

1857 Map of Lorain Co, OH by John F. Geil



1860 Federal Census

Henry and family lived “above
the store” on Main Street.

Wilson and family lived on Mill
Street.

1857 Map of Lorain Co, OH by John F. Geil



1860 Federal Census

Henry and family lived “above
the store” on Main Street.

Wilson and family lived on Mill
Street.

1857 Map of Lorain Co, OH by John F. Geil



What do we know about
Henry Evans & Brother?

Cabinetmakers
Furniture Dealers

Undertakers

Lorain County News, Business Directory listing
January 7, 1863 — February 24, 1564



What do we know about
Henry Evans & Brother?

Henry Evans Wilson Bruce Evans

1850 Federal Census (NC) Cabinetmaker (33) Cabinetmaker (26)
1860 Federal Census (OH) Cabinetmaker (43) Cabinetmaker (36)
1870 Federal Census (OH) Undertaker (53) Wood Turner (46)
1873 Oberlin City Directory Cabinetmaker (56) —

1877 Oberlin City Directory — Undertaker (53)
1880 Federal Census (OH) — Cabinetmaker (56)
1883 Oberlin City Directory Undertaker (59)
1887 Oberlin City Directory Undertaker (63)
1890 Federal Census (OH) Cabinetmaker (66)

The primary occupation of the Evans brothers is making and selling furniture.

Many cabinetmakers of the period were also undertakers.



1860 Census: Manufactures of the United States
STATE OF OoHIO. 463

TABLE No. 1L.—~MANUFACTURES, BY COUNTIES, 1860. °

NUMBER OF HANDS EM-
PLOYED, |

MANUFACTURES.

Number of establishments.
Cost of raw material,
Annunl value of products.

| Capital invested,
Annual cost of 1abor.

|

LORAIN COUNTY—Continued. |
Furniture, cabinob. covaeeooo.. PRARPRR. sesrersrssssasseanrnrsars 5100 | 0 94| 6 |............ | 3, 655

The three workshops employed a total of
six men. (Employers not counted.)

One of three furniture/cabinetmakers

2 Torain Co. Annual value of production: $3,655

Raw materials: $941
Labor: $1,896

* Henry Evans & Bro. -.
e Badortha Gross Profit: $818 (for all three shops)

e Hoyt & Pentield Approx = $31,092 in buying power today



1860

Oberlin proudly showcased its
various industries in a parade.

The Evans brothers showcased
upholstered furniture.

Lorain County News, October 10, 1560



1863

As in North Carolina, the
brothers sought contract
business for large orders.

Here, they won the bid to
supply turniture for the new

Italianate Ladies’ Hall at
Oberlin College.

© Oberlin College Archives

Lorain County News, January 7, 1863



Note the Roles of the
Different Trades

Waterman & Peek (the Mill)
Architectural millwork

Lyman Hill
Joiner/Trim Carpenter

Evans & Brother
Cabinetmakers

Lorain County News, January 7, 1863



1863

The Evans brothers employed "moderate”
steam powered machinery in their
shop for the manutacture of common
articles of household furniture.

Most likely steam-powered machinery in
their shop:

® Planer for thicknessing rough stock
purchased from the mill

® Lathe for turning table legs

® Mortise & Tenon Machines for
jolnery

®* Table Saw or Band Saw for
dimensioning lumber

Lorain County News, November 18, 1563



Because of a terrible accident, we can
contirm that the equipment in the
Evans’ shop included a steam
powered planer.

Cleveland Morning Leader, January 19, 1561






Let’s Extend the Timeline...

1854

April 22

May 11

1856

March 24

Henry (37) appears before Governor David Reid in Raleigh, NC
requesting sate passage to Ohio via “public conveyance” for
himself and his wife Henrietta and their six children. Wilson (30)
and his wife Sarah, and son Matthew (1 year old) travel with
them.

Wilson Bruce Evans purchases the property on Mill Street (now
Vine) for $500. Purchase price indicates that there was likely a
building on the property, which from maps appears to be the
square building previously located behind the current house.

Oberlin College agrees to sell Walton Hall on South Main to
Mr. Evans (Henry).



1858

Sept 13

1859

Apr 15 -
July 6

1860

Oct 3

Jan 17

Henry (41) and Wilson Evans (34) participate in the rescue of John
Price. (Oberlin-Wellington Rescue)

Henry and Wilson Evans held at Cuyahoga County Jail in
Cleveland

Henry appointed Sexton for 1861 by the Oberlin Society "and will
soon be prepared to attend to all the business of an undertaker.”
(Oberlin's first cemetery at Morgan and Professor Streets)

Henry's planer accident. He is 44.



Jan 7 H. Evans & Brother business directory listings begin running in
Lorain County News

Awarded large contract for Ladies’ Hall furniture

1864

Abt Fire burns the Evans shop (Walton Hall) and Bedortha's shop next
Feb 20 door.

Lorain County News, February 24, 1864



Jan 7

1864

Abt
Feb 20

Feb 24

Aug 30

H. Evans & Brother business directory listings begin running in
Lorain County News

Awarded large contract for Ladies’ Hall furniture

Fire burns the Evans shop (Walton Hall) and Bedortha's shop next
door.

Final business directory listing for H. Evans & Brother in Lorain
County News

Wilson Bruce Evans (40) enlists in Union army (178th Ohio Co. D)
and serves 10 months.



The Mill on Main

Lorain County News, October 10, 1865-18564

1857 Map of Lorain Co, OH by John F. Geil



Lorain County News, March 21, 1566

1857 Map of Lorain Co, OH by John F. Geil



Lorain County News, April 4, 1566

1857 Map of Lorain Co, OH by John F. Geil



Lorain County News, August 11, 1570

1857 Map of Lorain Co, OH by John F. Geil



Lorain County News, June 19, 1873



1864

After the fire, the Evans Brothers along with L.W. Butler (a white chair
maker from Bedortha's shop) built an addition on the north end of the
planing mill where they worked until Butler went west in 1865 or '66.

1873 Camp 5 Directory



1868 Bird s Eye Map
Oberlin Heritage Center



1866

Rebuilding

Lorain County News, July 4, 1566

1868 Bird s Eye Map
Oberlin Heritage Center



1867

Change
Of Plans?

Lorain County News, October 16, 1567

1868 Bird s Eye Map
Oberlin Heritage Center



1868-1869

Lorain County News, March 11, 1568
Ad ran untl May 7, 1869.

1868 Bird s Eye Map
Oberlin Heritage Center



1868

Following the 1867 newspaper story that the Evans were rebuilding their
shop (and then didn't) there are no more references to Henry Evans and
Brother. The brothers continued to be reterenced as "cabinetmakers” in the

Census, but any work appears to have been done for and at the Planing
Mill.

Particularly telling, Wilson Bruce Evans’ occupation in the 1870 Census is
"wood turner” meaning that he was a lathe operator—most likely at the

mill, which first started advertising turned items (newels, balusters,
hadnrails, etc.) in 1870.

Lorain County News, July 15, 1868



1870

Wilson Bruce Evans appears to be conducting his undertaking business
independent of a furniture-making operation. An account ot a fire in 1870

indicates that he was working in a building owned by George Pay, where
John Scott (saddle and harness maker) also worked.

Destructive Fire in Oberlin.

B ———

SIX BUILDINGS DESTROYED!

AND ONE BADLY DAMAGED !’

Value of Property Destroyed
B7,000!!

J. H. Scott is again in his old quar-
ters. He removed temporarily to the
old bank building, but Mr. Pay
showed so much enterprise in repair-
ing damages that Scott was back iIn
full blast on Tue-day.

Mr. Pay’s business was only sus
pended for a couple of days.

Mr. Evans, the undertaker, saved
his entire stock, and is again ready
for business in the Pay building.

Lorain County News, July 15, 1568



1871

Henry Evans (54) opens an account with the Freedman’s Bank in Washington,
DC where he began to spend more time, while maintaining Oberlin as his
primary address. It appears he kept one of the two houses he had for sale.

ancestry.com

Record tor Henry Evans
Date ot Application: March 18, 1871

Residence: Oberlin, Ohio. Residing Temporarily 1137 Seventh St
Washington, DC



1870-1880

Sometime during this decade, Wilson Bruce Evans built his handsome new
brick Italianate home on Mill Street, in front of the existing frame home.

Most likely, 1870-1875.



1872

Nov 14 Young daughter of Henry Evans badly hurt when a sidewalk
tipped onto her during its construction on Mill Street.

1873

Jan 2 Reporting of a spate of attempted burglaries in Oberlin, including
at Henry Evans’ house.

Henry (63) is listed in the 1880 Federal Census in Washington, DC.
No occupation listed.

April Two accounts of large parties (a wedding and birthday) at W.B.
& July Evans “commodious” residence at 27 East Mill Street.

Oct 15 Henry Evans and others come home from Washington to vote.



Lorain County News, August 28, 15560

1886

Henry dies
at age 69.

Lorain County News, September 4, 1886



The
Wilson Bruce Evans Home







NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION

NPS Form 10-900 USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form (Rev. 8-86) OMB No. 1024-0018

EVANS, WILSON BRUCE, HOUSE Page 1

United States artment of the Interior, National Park Service National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

I
1. NAME OF PROPERTY

Historic Name: EVANS, WILSON BRUCE, HOUSE

Other Name/Site Number: LOR-239-21







Our Questions

® What is architecturally or structurally interesting about this house?

“"Interesting” — Atypical, unique, unexpected, or puzzling for the
period, region, or style

® How does the historic context and record inform what we see in the house?

® Where can we 1ind the Evans brothers in the house?

All of which can help intorm the tuture interpretation ot the home.



Trim Work

The trim work in the house is stunning. But, why?



Plaster Window/Door
Opening




The right angle and depth of
conventional casing creates a hard
shadow line that accentuates doors
and windows. (Especially if the trim
is painted a color similar to the wall
color.)

But something unconventional is
happening in the Wilson Bruce Evans
home.












Conventional

Plaster Window/Door
Opening
< 5" >
Evans House .
. - -
s .
L - Window/Door
- 2 Opening
Plaster > 3" > 4" .

Dramatically increases casing width by 2" while using a 20% narrower board.


















The Drake House - 1874
237 W. College



The Drake House - 1874
237 W. College






The Drake House - 1874
237 W. College









Same moulding profile
Installed conventionally.

Lyman Colburn’s House - 1876
30 Groveland



Trim Work - What's Interesting?

® Creative installation of a standard machine-milled moulding profile for dramatic
eitect
® Moulding was almost certainly produced by the robust mill on Main at Mill
Street.
® The same protfile appears in other nearby homes, including in the home ot the
mill owner, Lyman Colburn.
® There is a focus on being economical with material
® The installation of the trim in the home appears to be the work of multiple

indivduals with ditfering levels ot skill.



Wood Species

While the overall presentation is intended to look unitormly like dark walnut,
multiple wood species are used for the millwork in the Wilson Bruce Evans
Home.

Interior Doors — Appear to be Butternut (AKA “White Walnut”)
Window & Door Casings — Oak (window stools) and Butternut

Staircase Newel, balusters, handrail - Walnut

In North Carolina Henry Evans advertised a proficiency in staining various
wood species to look like walnut.






Millwork Source

® The Evans Brothers no longer had their own shop by the 1870s when the brick
[talianate was built.

® The brothers had a close working relationship with Lyman Colburn’s large mill,
which produced a tull array ot millwork for local homes.

® [t appears that by 1870 Wilson Bruce Evans was working as a wood turner at the
mill.

® [t, therefore, seems nearly certain that all of the millwork for the Wilson Bruce
Evans home was produced by Colburn’s mill. (Purchase or trade?)

® [t also seems highly probable that Wilson Bruce Evans personally turned the

newel, balusters, and handrail for the staircase in his new home while working
at the mill.

® The Evans, perhaps with the help ot others, would have installed the millwork
purchased from the mill, which is supported by tamily tradition.






The Staircase

These turnings are very likely the
work ot Wilson Bruce Evans.

It's also likely that his turning work is
in other Oberlin homes of the period.



Four additional newels were tound in the lofit.



Observations in the
Earlier Rear Frame
Structure
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® The hewn sill and plate timbers are
continuous: 30-feet long
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Observations in the
Earlier Rear Frame
Structure

® The hewn sill and plate timbers are
continuous: 30-feet long

® The loit door was framed out in the 20th
century, likely to provide access for
storage.

® There was not originally an open lott.
There was a plastered ceiling throughout.
Ceiling joists originally ran N/S as
evidenced by pockets in the E/W timbers.

® The 16-inch-wide boards in the loit are
tongue & grooved, indicating their
intended use as floorboards, not cotfin
lumber.



Observations in the
Earlier Rear Frame
Structure

® The south brick exterior wall is built on
top of the end ratter of the frame
building. (It's stood like this for 150+
years, but a structural engineer should
assess.)



Observations in the
Earlier Rear Frame
Structure

® Fvidence of salt effervescence in the rear
S/E room is a clue to how this space was
used. Salt causes the wood to become
"tuzzy.” This is oiten seen in period
smokehouses.

® There appears to have been a small
chimney on the east side of the south
exterior wall, likely used to vent a stove or
perhaps a small fireplace. There appears
to be a pad outside and lower siding
boards were replaced when the chimney
was taken down.



Rear Frame Building:
Our Conclusion

Along with the removed building to the south of this frame structure, this was the
original residence of the Wilson Bruce Evans family and does not appear to have
ever been used as a cabinetmaker or undertaker shop.



The Furniture

(Not much to report yet.)



















Jerome Bias Bill Chapman
@jeromebias @enonhall

Questions?



